Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BOGOTA 01760 241816Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 
PM-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 
PA-01 AID-05 PC-01 TRSE-00 /054W 

022496 241828Z/53 

O 241700Z FEB 78 

FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6529 

CONFIDENTIAL BOGOTA 1760 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, CO 

SUBJECT: UPDATED OUTLOOK FOR THE FEBRUARY 26 ELECTIONS 

REF: BOGOTA 900 

1 . THE EMBASSY'S FORECAST IN REFTEL REGARDING THE CONTEST 
BETWEEN LIBERAL PARTY PRE-CANDIDATES TURBAY AND LEER AS, THE 
CHIEF INTEREST IN THE FEBRUARY 26 ELECTION, STILL STANDS; 

TURBAY'S CONGRESSIONAL CANDIDATES WILL PROBABLY WIN OVER THOSE OF 
LLERAS BY A RELATIVELY NARROW MARGIN (100-200,000 VOTES). IN AN 
ELECTION CHARACTERIZEZ BY ABSENTEEISM OF AROUND 60PCT. 

A 

2. THE FINAL THOUGH UNOFFICIAL RESULTS MAY NOT 

BE KNOWN UNTIL THE EVENING OF FEBRUARY 28. THE INTITIAL COUNT 
ON THE 27TH SHOULD HAVE LLERAS IN THE LEAD, SINCE HE 
IS EXPECTED TO WIN IN BOGOTA AND IN MEDELLIN AS WELL 
(ALTHOUGH LLERISTAS THERE ARE REPORTEDLY DESPONDENT OVER 
LOCAL OFFICIAL HARASSMENT AGAINST THEM). IN OTHER 
MAJOR CITIES. INDEPENDENT HOLMES TURJILLO WILL WIN IN CALI 
AND TURBAY IN BARRANQUILLA WHILE LLERAS MAY WIN IN SEVERAL 
OTHER DEPARTMENTS, SUCH AS BOYACA AND THE TWO SANT ANDERS, TURBAY 
IS EXPECTED TO ROLL UP HEAVY MAJORITIES IN VIRTUALLY ALL OF THE 
NORTH COAST DEPARTMENTS, WNOUGH TO WIN HIM THE LIBERAL PARTY 
PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION. TURBAY HAS CLAIMED PRIVATELY THAT HE 
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EXPECTS TO EAT LLERAS BY 500,000 VOTES. 

3. THE CAMPAIGN IN THE LIBERAL PARTY HAS BEEN MARKED BY BIT- 
TER RANCOR BETWEEN MEMBERS OF THE TURBAY AND LLERAS CAMPS WHICH 
HAS POISONED FRIENDSHIPS OF ANCIENT VINTAGE. WHICHEVER OF THE 
TWO WINS, HE WILL CAMPAIGN FOR THE PRESIDENCY IN THE JUNE 4 
ELECTIONS WITHOUT THE SUPPORT OF A LARGE PART OF THE OTHER 
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FACTION, THUS IMPROVING THE CHANCES OF A VICTORY FOR CONSERVA- 
TIVE CANDIDATE BELISARIO BETQKCUR. TURBAY HAS PRIVATELY 

CLAIMED THAT LLERAS, PERSONALLY, STARTED RUMORS OF TURBAY'S 
CONNECTIONS WITH THE MAFIA. LLERAS' LONG STANDING DISDAIN FOR 
TURBAY AND MANY OF HIS FOLLOWERS HAS BEEN HEIGHTENED BY THE 
CAMPAIGN AND LLERAS HAS ALSO CHARGED GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION ON 
TURBAY'S BEHALF, MOST RECENTLY IN A BITING PERSONAL ATTACK ON 
PRESIDENT LOPEZ IN LLERAS' WEEKLY NUEVA FRONTERA OF FEBRUARY WWN 
WHICH WAS REPRINTED IN THE MAJOR LIBERAL DAILIES OF THE SAME 
DATE. WHILE LOPEZ HAS DENIED SIMILAR CHARGES BY LEFTIST PARTIES 
HE HAS NOT YET DEIGNED TO REPLY TO LLERAS' ACCUSATIONS. 

4. A KEY QUESTION IS WHAT COURSE LLERAS WILL TAKE IF, AS SOME 
PREDICT, TURBAY WERE TO WIN BY LESS THAN 50,000 VOTES AMIDST LLERISTA 
CHARGES OF GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION AGAINST THEM. IN A CONVERSATION 
WITH AN EMBOFF ON FEBRUARY 22, AUGUSTO ESPINOSA, LLERAS’ NATIONAL 
COORDINATOR, SAID THAT SUCH AN EVENTUALITY 

WOULD PLACE INTO QUESTION 

THE SAN CARLOS AGREEMENT, WHEREBY LIBERAL PRESIDENTIAL PRE- 
CANDIDATES AGREED TO ABIDE BY THE RESULTS OF THE FEBRUARY 26 
ELECTION TO DETERMINE THE PARTY'S CANDIDACY. ESPINOSA SAID, 

HOWEVER, THAT NO DECISION HAD BEEN MADE AS TO WHAT SPECIFIC 
COURSE OF ACTION LLERAS MIGHT ADOPT, INCLUDING WHETHER HE 
MIGHT DISCREETLY SUPPORT THE PRESIDENTIAL BID IN JUNE OF RE- 
TIRED GENERAL ALVARO VALENCIA TOVAR, IDEOLOGICALLY AKIN TO 
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LLERAS. COLLABORATORS OF VALENCIA HAVE TOLD EMBASSY OFFICERS 
THAT HE AND LLERAS HAVE MET ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS. VALENCIA, 

WHO HAS SET UP HIS OWN MODEST CAMPAIGN ORGANIZATION, THE 
MOVEMENT FOR NATIONAL RENEWAL (MNR), IS WELL TCMOUGHT OF IN 
CIVILIAN CIRCLES BUT, ON HIS OWN, WILL NOT AFFECT THE JUNE 
ELECTORAL OUTCOME. WITH LLERISTA SUPPORT, HOWEVER, HE MIGHT 
BE ABLE TO DRAW ENOUGH LIBERAL VOTES FROM TURBAY TO ELECT A CONSER- 
VATIVE PRESIDENT. DESPITE HIS ANITPATHY FOR TURBAY, IT SEEMS DOUBT- 
FUL THAT LLERAS WOULD TAKE A POSITIVE ACTION THAT WULD HELP 
TO ELECT A CONSERVATIVE TO THE PRESIDENCY. 

5. A REPORTED 100 MILLION PESOS HAS BEEN SPENT ON TURBAY'S 
CAMPAIGN, WHICH WOULD BE THE LARGEST CAMPAIGN EXPENDITURE 
SINCE THE 40 MILLION PESOS SPENT ON MISAEL PASTRANA'S SUC- 
CESFUL PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN IN 1970. TURBAY'S DETRACTORS 
HAVE MADE THIS COMPARISON AND HAVE PRIVATELY ALLEGED THAT 
SUCH A VAST SUM CULD ONLY BE MADE UP BY MASSIVE CONTRIBU- 
TIONS FROM THE MAFIA. IN FACT, HOWEVER, THE GREATED PART OF 
TURBAY' FUNDS HAVE PROBABLY COME FROM INSTITUTIONAL AND 
INDIVIDUAL NON-MAFIA CONTRIBUTORS. MAFIA CONTRIBUTORS WOULD 
BE MORE LIKELY TO CONTRIBUTE TO INDIVIDUAL CONGRESSIONAL CAN- 
DIDATES, WHERE THEY WOULD GET MORE LEVERAGE FOR THEIR MONEY. 
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BY HELPING CONGRESSIONAL NADIDATES ON TURBAY'S LISTS, THEY 
WOULD IN ADDITION BE ASSISTTING TURBAY TO GET THE NOMINATION. 
ALSO, A COMPARISON BETWEEN 1970 AND 1978 CONTRIBUTIONS IS 
HARDLY VALID. ALLOWING FOR INFLATION, TURBAY'S 100 MILLION 
PESOS WOULD HAVE BEEN WORTH ABOUT 25 MILLION IN 1970. 

6. THERE SEEMS TO BE LITTLE LIKELIHOOD OF SIGNIFICANT VIO- 
LENCE ON ELECTION DAY. THE LEFTIST PARTIES ARE RUNNING CAN- 
DIDATES IN MANY MUNICIPALITIES. THOSE IN BOGOTA, ESPECIALLY, 

ARE EXPECTED TO DO WELL. THE LARGER GUERILLA ORGANIZATION 
HAVE MADE KNOWN THEIR SUPORTO FORWBNE OR ANOTHER OF THELEFTIST 
PARTIES AND ARE NOT LIELY TO PROVOKE VIOLENCE WHICH WOULD RE- 
DUCE TURNOUT AT THE ELECTIONS OR CALL THEIR LEGITIMACY INTO 
QUESTION. THE SMALLER URBAN GUERRILLA MOVEMENTS, WITH NO 
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TIES TO THE LEGAL LEFTIST PARTIES, MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN 
DISRUPTING THE ELCTIONS BUT THEIR CAPABILITIES TO DO SO ARE 
LIMITED. 

ASENCIO 
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NNN 
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